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So this is it; my last article for our district newsletter. It was a short three
years ago that I didn’t know what to write to get Lions excited to serve our
communities. I hope that you have read and maybe received some useful
information from these articles. So, enjoy…
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First Lady Wendy and I had blast this year learning about all the great
fundraisers, the meaningful service projects, and we especially enjoyed
meeting the many great Lions that we have in our district. During our year
as District Governor, we have made some accomplishments. Our district
has a new and improved website and we started a branch club in the
Ligonier Valley area. Our district, as of May 28, has served almost 61,000
people while spending 5,964 hours of our precious time. We have donated
over $28,000 to our local and international causes. Just think of what we
can still do in June. Just a reminder that all service must be entered through
the MyLion app beginning on July 1st. Only membership and officer
reporting will be through MyLCI. Service can be reported by the Secretary,
President, and the Service Chair for your club. You have a service chair,
right?
During this year’s State Council meetings, it was decided to end the printing
of the Pride magazine. The quarterly magazine will now only be in a digital
format. The International magazine is currently doing this every other
month.
The vote that was held at the State Convention to eliminate the rotating
council chair format did not pass. There were only 243 Lions that voted. 43
of those were for the elimination, while the other 200 voted to continue our
current council structure. This means that during the Lion’s year of 20282029, District 14-E will hold the council chair position.
Each club is now inducting their officers and passing the torch off to their
next leader. Just remember the pride you felt when you took your oath.
With being the “past” DG, President, or any other office, you are still a Lion.
Don’t forget the passion that you had when you joined. Ask where you are
needed, maybe serve on a committee that you grew to appreciate and now
have time for. Be an active LION.
These past three years serving you as a VDG and then DG, has given me
hope that our district is in great and capable hands for many years to come.
I had great support these years from my beautiful wife, friends, and new
acquaintances. Without you this would be a much more difficult and
demanding year.
Now we are off to new beginnings as Lions, and we must nurture all the
seeds that we have planted.
Thank you.
Sincerely,
DG Charlie McGrew
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VDG Messages
Do you have any favorite summer songs? When I think of summer songs, I usually think of the Beach
Boys and other beach music type artists. Some of the all-time top summer songs as listed by Rolling Stone
magazine are Dancing in the Street, Summertime Blues, School’s Out, California Girls, Hot Fun in the
Summertime, Vacation, Summertime, and Cruel Summer. There are many summer songs to be sure. Yet,
they have a common them – they are about a summertime attitude. They tend to focus on relaxing and
enjoying life.
So what’s in store for you this summer? Hopefully you can take some time to enjoy life, family and friends.
As Lions, we should also take the summer to enjoy each other’s company in all we do. Have fun because
as others see us having fun, it’s what attracts them to want to be a part of Lions too. Invite folks to serve
with you and your club this summer- yes, ask for help. It’s the best way to get folks interested in your club.
People don’t join Lions to come to meetings or for meals… and our motto is “we serve.” So let’s get in
some summertime service.
Summer is the perfect time to have some fun as a club, whether at a picnic, park cleanup, chicken BBQ,
car cruise, or even at a booth at your local community fair. Have fun this summer, look for opportunities to
invite others to help your club out and let them see Lions in action. That’s how we get new members. By
serving and having fun.
Have a great summer fellow Lions! Please invite me to your summer events and I will do my best to help
you all out as best I can. I am looking forward to serving and having some fun with you all this summer!
You can reach me at ddefazio47@comcast.net or text or call 724-454-0912. Let’s make it a great summer
of service – together! Summer’s here and the time is right, for dancing in the street!

VDG Messages

Women and Families in Lions

Dear Fellow Lions,
I would like to thank all who attended the State
Convention at the Poconos. The Kalahari Resort is
a very beautiful place. The name tells it all--it was
as if you were actually in Africa! The convention
went very well-it was very educational & full of
information. As always, it is good to reunite with
Lions from other Districts and to see what is going
on, exchange ideas, obtain information and enjoy
the company of friends-old & new. It was also a
delight to talk with our International Director & listen
to her moving messages.
I also traveled to Beacon Lodge Camp this past
weekend along with my wife, Lion Amy as part of
my training for 1st VDG. The day was filled with
information on the history, funding & operations of
the camp. We also were taken on a tour of the
camp. It was an enlightening experience for us as
Beacon Lodge Camp is a very special place. I
would like to thank PDG Cliff Martin & PDG Carol
Richardson and the entire board & staff at Beacon
Lodge for taking the time to educate & inform us
about the camp. For those of you that have never
been to the camp, I strongly encourage each one of
you to add it to your "Bucket List" of things to do.
My words alone cannot do the camp justice. A
good opportunity to visit the camp is on Lions
Appreciation Day which will be held on Sunday,
July 14th. Seeing the camp will definitely open your
eyes to its magic!
Lastly, I am looking forward to the upcoming year
and to serving as your 1st VDG. It is hard to believe
how fast this past year has gone by. I am looking
forward to seeing you all soon-at club meetings and
activities. Please enjoy your summer and
remember, "Where there is a need there is a Lion".
Yours in Service,
1VDGE Chuck Thompkins
PS--please email or call me with your club's
upcoming events as I would like to stop by to lend a
hand. My email is amoose309@yahoo.com and
my phone number is 724-989-8250.

With all the storms and tornadoes hitting our
area, it would be a great time to help out.
Many local families are suffering from
basement flooding to loss of their car, to
power outages. As Lions let's be there for our
community and help those in need.
Here are some ideas:
Organize a clothing drive for those that might
have lost belongings in the flood.
Have some members make meals to give to
those without power in the community. In
some areas this mean their water wells don't
work and won't have water. A case a water
might be helpful as well.
Some older community members might need
someone to talk to, they might not know
where to start. Lions members can help.
These are just a couple ideas to get you
started on ways to help your community and
friends. As always I am here to help.
In Lionism
Amy Yasczak

Important Web Addresses...
AT&T Internet Directory…...…………………………….www.anywho.com
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania……..………………….www.state.pa.us
District 14-E Lions…………………....…………………www.lions14E.org
Leader Dogs for the Blind…………………….……….www.leaderdog.org
Lions Clubs International…………………….………..www.lionsclubs.org
PA Lions Beacon Lodge Camp…………………..www.beaconlodge.com

PA State Council of Lions Clubs…………………………www.palions.org
Like us on Facebook: District 14-E Lions

